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THEMIS FINANCIAL CRIME BREAKFAST CLUB 

29th July 2019 - Modern slavery & human trafficking 

Hosted in partnership with Dow Jones 

Dame Sara Thornton 

Dame Sara Thornton CBE QPM is the Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner responsible for 

encouraging good practice in the prevention and detection of modern slavery and the identification 

of victims. She was the first Chair of the National Police Chiefs’ Council from 2015 to 2019. Sara 

joined the Metropolitan Police Service in 1986 and in 2000 transferred to Thames Valley Police on 

promotion to Assistant Chief Constable. Following four years as Deputy Chief Constable she was 

appointed Chief Constable in 2007. She contributed significantly to national policing during this time 

and was the national lead on intelligence, Vice-Chair of ACPO Terrorism and Allied Matters, Director 

of the Police National Assessment Centre and ACPO Vice-President. 

Sara is a member of the Royal College of Defence Studies, the Advisory Board for the Oxford 

University Centre for Criminology and a trustee and board member of the Police Foundation. She is 

a graduate of Durham University, also holding a Master of Studies (MSt) degree in Applied 

Criminology and Police Management from Cambridge University alongside honorary doctorates from 

Oxford Brookes University and Buckinghamshire New University. 

Sara was awarded the Queen’s Police Medal in 2006 and made a Commander of the Order of the 

British Empire in 2011. She was made a Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire in 

2019. She has also been recognised with a Career Achievement Award from the Police Training 

Authority Trustees and the Sir Robert Peel Medal for Outstanding Leadership in Evidence-Based 

Policing. She is an honorary Air Commodore in the Royal Air Force supporting the work of the 

auxiliary police squadron. 

Andrew Wallis OBE 

Andrew Wallis is the CEO of the anti-slavery organisation Unseen, which provides safe housing and 

other services for survivors of trafficking, runs the Modern Slavery Helpline, and works with 

businesses and others in the eradication of slavery. Andrew chaired the landmark Centre for Social 

Justice report ‘It Happens Here’, widely acknowledged as the catalyst for the UK Modern Slavery Act 

of 2015, which he also advised on the development of. He was awarded an OBE that year. The job 

has presented him with challenges as diverse as building flat-pack furniture for Unseen’s first safe 

house, to advising global businesses on how to address slavery in supply chains. He has been 

described as ‘the loveliest disrupter you could hope to meet.’ 

Ingrid Verschuren 

Ingrid Verschuren is Deputy Head of Professional Information Business and Senior Vice President, 

Data Strategy at Dow Jones. She is based in Barcelona. Ms. Verschuren is responsible for 

continuously developing and growing the Professional Information Business (PIB), while also 

overseeing all of Dow Jones’ licensed content and proprietary data collections. There are currently 

four core PIB product sets – Factiva, Newswires, Private Equity and Venture Capital, and Risk and 

Compliance.  Previously, Ms. Verschuren was the Managing Editor of Dow Jones Risk and 

Compliance, where she was instrumental in evolving the Risk & Compliance data sets as well as 
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leading the expansion of the global research team. She has also held numerous roles within Factiva, 

where she focused on global content strategy and operations. She started her career in the 

information industry when she joined Reuters as a news indexer in 1998. Ms. Verschuren holds an 

M.A. in Latin American Languages and Cultures from the University of Leiden in the Netherlands. 

Tom Stancliffe 

Tom established TRIBE in 2015 following Run for Love, a 1,000 mile run across Eastern Europe to 

set up the first home for trafficked children in the UK.  Today, TRIBE is on a mission to change the 

world of sports nutrition by creating the highest quality, all natural products for everyday athletes – 

and bringing its community together through a love of nature and outdoors, blazing a trail to 

connect and inspire a global TRIBE.  Before Tom set up Tribe he was an international corporate 

lawyer working in the London and Dubai offices of Allen & Overy LLP and worked at the Centre for 

Social Justice. Tribe push the limits to fight modern slavery and end human trafficking. 

Dickon Johnstone  

Dickon is the founder and Chief Executive Officer for Themis. His professional mission is to foster 

wider awareness and understanding of the detrimental impacts that financial crime has on 

businesses and on our society.  Before joining Themis, Dickon held a number of senior positions in 

banking including as the CEO of First Abu Dhabi Bank in the UK. He has over 18 years of banking 

and consulting experience with First Abu Dhabi Bank, Abu Dhabi Finance, Barclays & Accenture and 

has worked and travelled extensively in the Middle East, as well as France, America & Hong Kong.  

Dickon is a committed Financial Crime professional and has extensive first-hand experience of what 

it takes to develop and lead positive and sustainable AML cultures across complex organisations as 

well as building out comprehensive anti-financial crime frameworks, systems and controls.  Dickon 

holds an ICA International Diploma in Anti Money Laundering and an MA (Hons) from the University 

of Edinburgh. 

Gavin Lockhart-Mirams 

Gavin is one of the founders of Themis and the MD of the Themis Think Tank. He is responsible for 

driving Themis’ partnerships between the public and private sector, as well as running the Think 

Tank.   Gavin has 15 years experience providing robust, independent advice to police leaders, 

criminal justice agencies and others working in the public safety sectors. Having graduated with a 

First Class Master’s Degree and worked as a management consultant, Gavin was recruited in 2006 

to help set up a research unit on crime reduction for the leading think-tank in the UK before joining 

the Cabinet Office. In that role Gavin worked as a Senior Adviser to the Prime Minister.  Gavin has 

published 16 public reports into subjects as varied as gun crime prison reform. He has been asked 

to be an expert witness for the British Parliament’s Select Committees and to speak on UK radio 

(BBC) and television (BBC, Sky). 

 


